
  BiTs & pieces 
 

           Readings: 30th -04th April 2026 
 

Monday ………………………………………………..……..Jn 12:1-11 
Tuesday………………………..……………….Jn 13:21-33.36-38 
Wednesday…………………………………………..Mt 26:14-25 

Thursday…LORD SUPPER……..…….…...............Jn 8:51-59 
Friday…GOOD FRIDAY ……………………...…..Jn 18:1-19.42 

Saturday..…HOLY SATURDAY……….…...……..Jn 11:45-57 

 

 
NOTICES: 

1) ORDINATION TO THE SACRED 
ORDER OF THE DIACONATE: With 
great joy and thanksgiving, we 
announce that Brother Kagiso 
Semenya will be ordained to the 
Sacred Order of the Diaconate on 
25 April 2026 at St Anthony of 
Egypt, Siyabuswa C. This is a 
blessed and grace-filled moment for 
him and the entire Church. Let us 
continue to keep him in our prayers 
as he prepares for his elevation in 
the Sacrament of Holy Orders. 

2) St Anthony Novena: The St. 
Anthony Prayer Group Novena, 
which began on Tuesday, 17th 
March 2026, will conclude on the 
9th June. A petition box is available, 
and parishioners are encouraged to 
place their prayer intentions inside.  

3) PARISH ANNOUNCEMENT – STAY 
CONNECTED: Parishioners of St. 
Martin de Porres (Sunnyside – 
Pretoria) are encouraged to stay 
connected through our website, 
WhatsApp community, and 
Facebook page. Let us continue to 
grow together—like, follow, and 
share. More details are available on 
the noticeboard. 
 

                    
129 Celliers Street 

Telephone/Fax: (012) 440-6190 

Email: info@smdp-sunnyside.com 
Website: www.saintmartindeporres.co.za 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram & Tiktok 

St Martin de Porres Parish, 
Sunnyside Pretoria 

 

  Administration: 

  Parish Priest: Fr. John Paul Mathebula 
 
Email: info@smdp-sunnyside.com 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday & Fridays: 08:30 – 10:30 
Wednesday & Thursday: 16:30 – 18:30 
 

Parish Services 
Weekday Masses: Tuesday to Friday: 08h00 
(First Friday at 17h30) 
 

Fridays – Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament: 12h00 - 17h30.  
 
HOLY HOUR ADORATION: Every First 
Thursday of the Month, immediately after the 
Morning Mass 

 
Sunday Mass:  08h00 and 10h30 
FINANCE: Pledge /Tithe Administrator 

Contact: finance@smdp-sunnyside.com 

 
Banking Details: 
Name:  Sunnyside Catholic Church  
Bank:  Standard Bank 
Account Number: 011512172 
Branch Number:  010645 
Ref: Pledge number or Surname 
                  

                29th MARCH  2026 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’SPASSION 

          
              First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7 
             
              Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 22 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me. 
            
              Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11 
 

                       Gospel Acclamation: 
     GLORY AND PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST 

Christ become obedient for us unto death, even 
death on a cross. Therefore, God has highly 
exalted him, and bestowed on him the name 

which is above every name. 
   GLORY AND PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST 

 

                      Gospel: Matthew 26:14-27.66 

1. Confessions: Saturdays 17:00 – 18:00 

2. Infant Baptism: 5th April 2026. 
 

Mass Intentions: 29th March 2026     

08:00  

-MARK MPASA: Thanking God for my wife’s 

birthday Francine Mpasa on 23rd March. May God 

keep her health and blessed with grace, love and 

guide her life  

-DR JAMES &FAMILY: Thanksgiving to God for 

their son’s birthday Age Felix. Praying for God’s 

protection and blessings upon their family. 

- MARK MPASA: Thanking God for my mother’s 

85th birthday Marguerite Ndundu Kukiele. May 

God keep her health and blessed throughout with 

grace and love. 

-KACHOKO FAMILY: For the repose of the soul 

of David Kachoko, Elisa Beth Mvuemba, Celestin 

Kangali. May their souls rest in eternal peace 

within God’s grace. 

 

11:00 

- PARISHINER: For the successful completion of 

my novena, thanksgiving to God for His countless 

blessings, and that He may continue to guide, 

strengthen, and deepen my faith and love. 

Meetings : 
1. La Voix des Anges (LVDA) : Mon & Fri, 
17H30 
2. St. Anthony Prayer Group: Every Tuesday 
after the 8am Mass. 
3. Neo Catechumenal Way: Tuesdays, 
19H00 
4. French prayer group: Wed, 18H00 – 
19H30 & Sat 16H00 – 17H00 
5. St Cecilia: Tues 18H00 & Sat 10H30 am 
6. Legion of Mary: Sat 08h00 
7. Women’s Group: Every 2nd month on 1st 
Saturday for prayer and meeting after 
10H30 mass. 
8. Sacred Heart: Every 1st Sunday after 
10H30 mass 
9. St Anne: Every Thursday at 18H00 
10. Daughters of St Anne: Every 2nd Sunday 
09H00 
11. Bible Sharing Group: Thursday’s at 
18H00  
12.Sons and Daughters of St Joseph: Every 
1st and 3rd Sundays after 8H00. 
Catechism classes: 
- Children & youth: Sunday 09H00  
- Adults (RCIA): Sunday 09H00 
 



 

The significance of Holy Thursday 

Except for the resurrection on Easter, Holy 

Thursday is possibly one of the most important, 

complex, and profound days of celebration in the 

Catholic Church. Holy Thursday celebrates the 

institution of the Eucharist as the true body and 

blood of Jesus Christ and the institution of the 

sacrament of the priesthood. 

 

During the Last Supper, Jesus offers himself as 

the Passover sacrifice, the sacrificial lamb, and 

teaches that every ordained priest is to follow the 

same sacrifice in the exact same way. Christ also 

bids farewell to his followers and prophesizes that 

one of them will betray him and hand him over to 

the Roman soldiers. 

 

Around the world, Bishops and priests come 

together at their local Cathedrals on Holy 

Thursday morning to celebrate the institution of 

the priesthood. During the Mass, the bishop 

blesses the Oil of Chrism that will be used for 

Baptism, Confirmation, and Anointing of the sick 

or dying. At this Mass, the bishop washes the feet 

of twelve priests to symbolize Christ’s washing of 

his twelve Apostles, our first bishops and priests. 

Later that night, after sundown – because  

 

Passover began at sundown- the Holy Thursday 

Liturgy takes place, marking the end of Lent and 

the beginning of the sacred "Triduum,” or three, of 

Holy Week. These days are the three holiest days 

in the Catholic Church. This Mass stresses the 

importance Jesus puts on the humility of service, 

and the need for cleansing with water, a symbol of 

baptism. Also emphasized are the critical 

importance of the Eucharist and the sacrifice of 

Christ’s Body, which we now find present in the 

consecrated Host. At the conclusion of the Mass, 

the faithful are invited to continue Adoration of the  

 

Blessed Sacrament throughout the night, just as 

the disciples were invited to stay up with the Lord 

during His agony in the garden before His betrayal 

by Judas. After Holy Thursday, NO Mass will be 

celebrated again in the Church until the Easter 

Vigil celebrates and proclaims the Resurrection of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Feeding the Poor Is Our Responsibility:  

The origin for charity work can be found in the 

Bible. The word leket, means “gleaning” or 

“gathering,” referring to gifts of food to the poor, is 

first introduced in this week’s Torah portion, 

specifically in this verse: “When you reap the 

harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges 

of your field or gather the gleanings of your 

harvest” (Leviticus 19:9). 

 

In giving instructions to His children about how 

they are to conduct themselves, God instructed 

farmers that when they are harvesting their fields, 

they are neither to gather any produce that was 

dropped nor go back and harvest what was 

forgotten or missed. This, said God, belonged to 

the poor. What’s interesting is that in the Hebrew,  

 

“When you reap” is written in the plural, speaking 

to the entire nation, but the words “do not reap” 

are in the singular, speaking to the individual 

farmer. There is a great explanation of that 

nuance from one of the Jewish commentaries. 

 

According to Jewish teaching, the verse begins in 

the plural because taking care of the poor is the 

job of the entire community. But in switching to the 

singular, God is telling us that we all must view 

feeding the poor as our own personal 

responsibility, as well. We should never tell 

ourselves that someone else in the community is 

taking care of the needy and we don’t need to 

help. 

 We are all responsible, as individuals and as a 

community, to do what we can to feed the hungry. 

John 12:8 and 13:29 when put together, the two 

verses remind us of our responsibility towards the 

poor. 

 

Theme: Giving everything is all that  

matters. 

BIBLE READING: Mark 14:1-15,47 

 

Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened 

Bread were only two days away, and the chief 

priests and the teachers of the law were  

scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him.  

 

“But not during the festival,” they said, “or the 

people may riot.” While he was in Bethany, 

reclining at the table in the home of Simon the 

Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very 

expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She  

broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head. 

 

REFLECTION: 

In the story of the widow that gave the last penny 

she has and the woman that anointed him with an 

expensive ointment, Jesus taught his disciples 

that the actual value of the gift is irrelevant but 

what matters is giving all that one has in life.  

In the same way, Jesus is going to give his life up 

on the Cross for us. What is it that matters to you, 

which you must give up during this holy week that 

will help you submit your all to Jesus? 

 

HOLY THURSDAY OFFERINGS: 

Parishioners are kindly invited to bring groceries 

as part of our Holy Thursday offering, which will be 

donated to those in need. Suggested items 

include: Maize meal, Rice, Sugar, Salt, Cooking 

oil, Milk, Baked beans, Tinned fish, Corned 

meat, Macaroni/spaghetti/noodles, Soya 

mince, Tea, and Coffee. 

 

 

DATE SERVICE TIMES 
Wednesday 

01st 
CHRISM Mass at 
Zwavelpoort. NO 
MORNING MASS. 

 10.00 

 
 

Holy Thursday 
Mass 

         02nd 

No morning 
weekday Mass. 
Mass of the LAST 
SUPPER. 
Collection will be 
in a form of 
groceries which 
will be donated to 
the needy. 

  
 
18:00 

 
 
 
 
 
Good Friday 
Service 03rd  

Passion 
Play/Stations of 
the Cross. The 
Sacred Heart 
Sodality will lead 
the congregation 
in praying the 
Divine Mercy 
Novena 

 12:00 

 Service for Good 
Friday. There will 
be a Jerusalem 
collection. 

 15:00 

 
Saturday 04th 

Cleaning of the 
Church. 
Mass for Easter 
Vigil (Holy 
Saturday) 

 08:00 
 
18:00 

Sunday 05th Mass for Easter 
Sunday 

 8:00 & 
 10:30 

Monday 06th Mass for Monday 
of the Octave 
Easter 

 8:00 
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